
 

October 2019 Newsletter 

 
2019 Calendar of Events: 
(Saturday meetings start at 9 A.M. Please note that 

not all regular meetings this year are on the 2nd 

Saturday.) 

Oct.12: Visit to Deep Forest Gallery 

Nov. 9: Sylvia Smith Workshop 

Nov. 23 & 24: Japanese Garden Fall Festival. 

Dec.7: Christmas Party 

 

President’s Message  

By Dan LeBlanc 
 Welcome to fall in Texas. I’m looking 

forward to some cooler fall weather. Hopefully we 

don’t jump from the heat of summer straight to 

winter temperatures but it is North Texas so anything 

is possible. Apologies to all the members who 

couldn’t make it to the September meeting due to last 

minute location changes. For those of you who did 

make it out to Marks house you were able to enjoy 

some great Bonsai Fellowship and learn from our 

annual visiting artist Andrew Robson. 

  Our October meeting will be a fun field trip 

to one of the local bonsai nurseries. Deep Forest 

Gallery will be hosting the FWBS at their nursery in 

Coppell. Our own Mark Bynum will be doing a brief 

demonstration on one of the junipers from the 

nursery. After the demo we will have a live auction 

of some of the trees at the nursery. This is a really 

good opportunity to pick up some Bonsai or Pre-

Bonsai material at a greatly reduced cost. You will 

want to take your time and walk around the nursery 

to see a lot of bonsai material. 

 As always please remember to visit the Fort 

Worth Bonsai Society website. . Everyone is 

encouraged to add bonsai related information. I’m 

hoping we can get some more participation and 

continue to generate interest in our 

club. http://fortworthbonsai.org The FWBS website 

has been one of the main drivers in new membership 

so please try to visit this sight and add any related 

Bonsai information. 

 If you have a bonsai related business and you 

do not see a link to your website please let us know 

so we a can add you to the links. 

 We are in need of assistance maintaining and 

managing the new website. Anyone with “IT” 

experience could help with the website that would be 

greatly appreciated. We will need to meet with the 

current webmaster to get the background 

information. 

 In addition to our website we now have a 

Facebook page that is up and running. Everyone is 

encouraged to add to the site. 

 For those of you who are not members of the 

Dallas Bonsai Society you might want to check them 

out. This Saturday is the annual Dallas auction. You 

don’t have to be a member of the Dallas Bonsai 

Society to attend. 

 I’m looking forward to seeing and getting to 

know you all at our regularly scheduled meetings this 

year. Enjoy Bonsai, 

Dan 

 

October Meeting: 
By Roger Spohn 

FWBS Vice President / Program Chairman 

Deep Forest Gallery: 
 Our October 12th meeting will be held at 

“Deep Forest Gallery” in Coppell. This is a great 

bonsai nursery with a lot of starter trees as well as 

mature trees.  The first portion of the meeting will be 

a demo by Mark Bynum.  After his demo there will 

be an auction held by Deep Forest.  This is a chance 

for our members to add trees to their collection at 

very reasonable prices.  You can get a look at their 

website at: https://www.deepforestgallery.net/ .  

They are located in Coppell at: 404 Southwestern 

Blvd, Coppell, TX 75019.  Doors will at 9:00am.  

Hope to see everyone there especially our newer 

members.  

http://fortworthbonsai.org/
https://www.deepforestgallery.net/
https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN873x648505526794256472&id=YN873x648505526794256472&q=Deep+Forest+Gallery&name=Deep+Forest+Gallery&cp=32.94921112060547%7e-97.0028076171875&ppois=32.94921112060547_-97.0028076171875_Deep+Forest+Gallery&FORM=SNAPST
https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN873x648505526794256472&id=YN873x648505526794256472&q=Deep+Forest+Gallery&name=Deep+Forest+Gallery&cp=32.94921112060547%7e-97.0028076171875&ppois=32.94921112060547_-97.0028076171875_Deep+Forest+Gallery&FORM=SNAPST


September Meeting: 
By Roger Spohn 

FWBS Vice President / Program Chairman 

  

Andrew Robson: 
 Due to flight issue’s we had to hold the 

September meeting at Mark Bynum’s home in 

Arlington.  The meeting time and location was 

changed on a very short notice and we know this 

affected a lot of members who could not make the 

change and again we apologize for this.  We still had 

a good turn out and everyone enjoyed Andrews 

presentation.  Andrews specialty is deciduous trees. 

He presented a lot of information in regards to these 

type trees and after his presentation we gave him a 

couple of trees to work on.  As is with most of our 

expert presenters he was enjoyable to watch as he 

tackled these trees. 

                          

    
                            Andrew Robson 
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 It’s always fun to watch someone do such drastic 

things to our trees. 

 

Japanese Garden Bonsai Collection 

(JGBC) 
By Mark Bynum, Director 

 The 3-tree Exhibit was changed out on 

Friday, September 27, after 8 weeks or exposure.  We 

will take out the new trees in November or at the first 

temperatures that dip below 50 degrees.  New 

changeable name plates have been installed in front 

of each tree for ease of public education.   

The following is the latest informational flyer at the 

Exhibit:  

 

BONSAI TREE EXHIBIT 

East deck of the Treasure Tree Gift Shop. 

The Bonsai Exhibit at the Japanese Gardens is 

sponsored by the Fort Worth Bonsai Society. We 

worked out a plan for this pilot program that will lead 

to a larger, permanent bonsai exhibit in another part 

of the Gardens.  This is our second full season.  Your 

feedback will help us define our direction for the 

future. 

fortworthbonsai.org 

 

About the Exhibit Trees: October 2019 

Left-    Willow Leaf Fig 
(Ficus salicifolia) 

Ficus bonsai have long been a favorite among 

enthusiasts. The species grows quickly and is easily 

trained. They are tropical, however, and a +50 degree 

greenhouse is the best way to keep them over winter. 

     15 years old 

From the Mark Bynum Collection 

 

Middle-  Parrot’s Beak 

(Gmelina philippensis) 

Another tropical, Parrot’s beak is named for the 

flower which resembles a real parrot’s beak. It is also 

noted for its “duck foot-shaped” leaves.  Very east to 

grow and train.   

                                                    17 years old   

From the Mark Bynum Collection 

 

Right-    Willow Leaf Fig                                                                       
(Ficus salicifolia) 

This ficus is a root cutting taken in 2010.  When a 

ficus is grown in the confines of a small pot, the 

surface roots will swell considerably. A large root 

can be removed  and planted upright in a pot.  The 

top will grow leaves and the section in the soil will 

grow roots.     From root cutting:  9 years old 

From the Mark Bynum Collection 

***************************************  

This Bonsai Exhibit for the Japanese Garden is 

dedicated to the memory of Jackie Paul, bonsai 

enthusiast and member of the Fort Worth Bonsai 

Society. She was a mentor to many of us in the 

Society.  Her generous donation allowed this 

program to be possible. 

 The Fort Worth Bonsai Society meets most 

months on the second Saturday at 9am-noon at the 

Garden Center building. All are welcome. 



For more information about bonsai art, our Society, 

meeting dates, and how you can start your own tree, 

please go to our website below.  

fortworthbonsai.org 

Donations: If you have a bonsai tree that needs a 

home, consider donating it to the Japanese Garden 

Bonsai Collection. Contact the Fort Worth Bonsai 

Society or the staff of the Treasure Tree Gift Shop. 

 

JGBC-Brochure Insert #6, 10-19 

                             

OCTOBER BONSAI 
By John Miller  

(Due to health reasons John is not going to be able to 

continue writing his bonsai care series. I am reprinting 

his articles from 2016 until the end of this year.) 

 

Some years October here is quite warm with 

temps in the 90 while other years may see some 

frosts.  All you can do is have your area ready and 

watch the forecasts. 

If you have not checked your wiring yet this 

fall, you had better look at it.  The fall growth can 

make the tree swell up and get bad wire marks in a 

hurry.  If the tree/limbs do not stay where you want 

them, then rewire it placing the new wire in a slightly 

different path.  When removing wire you should 

follow one wire from one end down the branch all 

the way to the other.  If you jump from one wire to 

another it is very easy to miss a section.  That would 

cause the branch to have a large swelling.  Then the 

only solution would be to cut the limb off and grow 

a new one.  A long repair job. 

Cut back on the watering now that the 

temperature is a little lower but don’t allow the trees 

to dry out.  Trees require less water during the shorter 

days and lower temperatures.  However you need to 

remember that the wind can still stress the trees so 

water by checking the soil and not just on a given 

schedule.   

Insects will continue to be present.  Cooler 

(but not cold) days mean a resurgence of the aphids.  

Mites will also still be around.  Scale also can be a 

problem.  Evergreens and any deciduous trees whose 

foliage turns can be treated with an horticultural oil 

which will kill the adults and also wipe out the eggs 

and over-wintering pupae.  Be sure to cover all the 

cracks in the bark to get to the eggs. 

Feeding of deciduous trees should be 

discontinued for the winter.  Evergreens and conifers 

will benefit from a low nitrogen feeding.  One such 

mix might be 70% cottonseed meal and 30% bone 

meal.  Being organic, this will breakdown into 

nutrients more slowly as the season gets cooler and 

the trees activity slows also. 

As the trees lose their foliage, you can study 

their trunk lines and branch structure.  Any faulty 

styling and the general design features can be 

observed more easily and corrections planned.  Look 

for crossing branches.  Cut vertical growing twigs 

both growing up and those growing down.  Reduce 

long internodes by cutting back and growing new 

extensions.  Clean out heavy branch clusters the 

make the tree look too dense.  Be particularly 

attentive to the formation of heavy branches in the 

top part of the tree where faster growth often occurs.   

Work can be done now or later during the winter at 

your leisure but it is too easy to forget about it when 

the tree is in winter storage. 

Some may repot in the fall but I feel that it is 

counter-productive to do so.  It has been stated that 

the key to safe repotting is to minimize root 

disturbance and to exclude severe pruning.  This 

seems to me to be a recipe for developing root 

problems, poor drainage leading to root rot and the 

inability of the soil to hold enough water to last all 

day.  No heavy pruning will lead to the lack of 

refinement and a top heavy tree.  I would recommend 

that you do the above paragraph this fall and repot at 

the proper time next spring. 

Tropicals are the group that give most people 

trouble.  If you do not have a greenhouse you have to 

find a place that does not freeze, has enough light, 

and will allow you to water properly.  Florescent 

lights on shelves in the garage could be a solution.  

The lights should be within six inches of the plants 

for best results.  If you try to keep them in the house, 

just remember that most houses are very low 

humidity in winter and that the sun coming thru the 

glass can be very hot and scorch the leaves. 

Some plants like the pyracantha and crepe 

myrtle will grow outdoors in the ground in this area 

but the roots are not cold hardy.  Those plants I try to 

let have some cold but get them protected before a 

freeze.  Usually they get set on the ground with a 

light mulch for the light freezes (to 25 or so).   

Deciduous trees should be getting ready for 

winter. You should be holding back on the nitrogen 

fertilizers now so that you discourage and new 

growth.  Flowering and fruiting bonsai may be given 

some phosphorous and potassium if you desire.  

Insect damage is minimal at this time and is usually 

only cosmetic.  If you have had scale problems, use 



a horticultural oil spray to keep them from over 

wintering on your trees. 

 

Japanese Garden Fall Festival: 
 The Japanese Garden Fall Festival will be in late 

November this year. Start getting your bonsai ready for 

the exhibit now! 

 Photos from this Spring’s Festival: 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

The Fort Worth Bonsai Society meets most months 

on the 2nd Saturday at 9 A.M., at 3220 Botanic 

Garden Drive, Fort Worth, TX. This is the building 

where the large conservatory greenhouse is located.  

For more information see our website 

at:fortworthbonsai.org 

 

President: Dan LeBlanc 

 dan@callgenesis.com 

Vice President, Programs: Roger Spohn 

 rwspohn@yahoo.com 

Treasurer: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Secretary: Roger Spohn 

 rwspohn@yahoo.com  

Past President: Steven Hendricks 

stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com 

LSBF Representative: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Website:TJ Broullette 

terry@whisperwillow.com 

Newsletter Editor: Estella Flather      

 eflather@sbcglobal.net
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